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A frontend loader dumps soil contaminated with jet fuel into a hopper that feeds into a furnace at Jacksomrille Naval Air Station. 

?cksonville’s NAS hit hard 
;ohn Fritz 

sun wlitcr 
A witch’s cauldron of toxic waste pal- 

luting military bases in Jacksonville and 
across the counny is continuuq to brew 
because of cuts in the budget for en% 
ronmental cleanup. 

The new RepubWn Co~ss - the 
enemy in the eyes of many envirorunen- 
talists - slashed SCKI million for cleanup 
work at bases this year and has proposed 
wiping out $200 million next year. 

“This represents the fuzt line of an a.5 
sault on cleaning up contamination,” said 
Gawain Kripke, who follows environmen- 
tal budget issues for Riends of the Earth. 

“The military‘s spending overall is not 
declining nearly as fast as spending on 
military cleanup,” Kripke said. “The is- 
sue is priorities. Many in the new Con- 
gress have decided that cleanmg up con- 

mmatlon is nor a priority.” 
he result of decades of environmental 
ise, rruiitary bases nationlnde are pal- 

lukd with PCBs, mercury, cadmium and 
other dangerous told=. They can cause 
myriad health problems, from cancer to 
liver, bdney and brain damage. 

This year’s cuts stopped cleanup at 
some of the Defense 3epartmenr’s most 
polluted sites. Contamination at some 
might be 100 times mr than the legal 
standard, said Sherri Wasserman Good- 
man, the Pentagon’s top official on en% 
ronmental matters. 

Bases in Jacksonville and South Georgia 
lost $3.7 mittion from their fiscal 1995 
cleanup funds. 

Citizens should get involved and let 
their elected representatives know if they 
are concerned about ahat is happening, 
said Go&an. deputy undersecretary of 
defense for environmental security 

“It’s their health, their environment 
and their communities chat are at risk,” 
Goodman said. 
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